ACQUITTAL OF LEAH ALEXANDER
WHO KILLED VAN BAALEN

TOOK A CHANCE WHEN HE SAID
HE WAS UNMARRIED

OF THE DEFENSE

Tho caso of Leah Alexander, the
young woman Who shot and killed
Jomoph Van Baalen In San I'ranclsco,
and who was recently acquitted by a
Jury, has caused considerable discus
sion,

The plea of tho proscculion was
What it would bo unsafe for tho jurs
10 acquit the defendant; that, In et-
fect, It this aero dono every woman
who had a grlevance agalnst a man,
real or fancled, would hecome an exe-
cutloner; she would take a plstol and
kit him,

The caso of Leah Alexander Is not
an unusunl one, except s 10 lhe
tragedy.

Yan Baalen met the gh) and told
her that he wns a single man. lle
courted her; they lwewme engaged,
with the consent of her mother

In accordance with the frequent cus
tom, he securci the good graces of the
mother, teld her thal hie would pro-
vide n good hume for Loth she and
her dwighter

Finally ho induced the girl to go
with him te Cubn, ag man and wife;
that they would be married luler. She
consented 1o thls When they renched
Quba the glrl opened o telegram to
Van Baalen, It mas from his wife
That waa the first she knew of the
deception.

Bho left him at once and returned to
her mother's homo 1 Los Angeles,

fad Van Baalen sllowed the inel-
dent to closo then, he might be alive
now. But he followed the glrl to Los
Angeles; declared 4hat he was golng
to get a divorce from his wife from
whom ho had long been acparated Ile
made his yleace With the girl's mother
with tho same story, They came to
Ban Iranclsco,

Shortly after this Van Daaln mct
another girl who teok hls fancy. 1Me
gave Miss Alexander to undcrstand
that he would hase ne more to do
with her, Sho attempled suleide, She
wag belng treated In o sunllarlum for
her self-Infiicted  infurles  She es-
caped from the sanitarfum and went
to Van Daalen’s office, After o short
interview with him she shot and
kilied him

When Miss Alexander returned from
Cuba had she n father or brother to
wham to tell the story, and her father
or Lrother had sought Van Baalen
and Killed him, as ocensionally hap-
pons, tae unwritten Jaw would no
doubt have aoquitted the executloner,
In this case the young woman became
the exeoutloner of the man who had
ruined her life,

When Yan Baalen hegan to mas-
quernde 08 a single man he took
chances and he knew it. Dvery mar
ried man who does that sort of thing
knows that he s taking a chance of
elther belng disgraced or slaln. The
latier happened to Van Baalen. e
was tha architect of his own deatiny
It was death. No one was to hlame
but himself o violated the Jaws of
society: ho rTuined the life of a girl,

A slmilar case recently occurred In
Low Angeles. A man in San Fran-
elsco masqueraded s unmarried;
promiscd to marry o womani told her
mother ho would give them bolh a
home. e went to Los Angeles and

Is
UNWRITTEN LA\W WAS FEATURE

sent dor the woman who aupposed
she was ta be his wite, She went to
hitm accompanied by her little girl It
ossumed that after reaching Los
Angeles she learned of the man'a de=
coption Ehe shot and hilled him, her
littie glrl and herselt Tt is thought
that the child was killed by accident
In the volley of shots

This man took a chance in the be-
ginnlng, mhun he told the woman ho
was unmarried, he knew that it
might he disgrace or death; he may
have heen callous to the former and
indifferent to the latter,

Maury Diggs, who 15 under sentenco
to serve a term fn San Quentln, and
now out en ball, for dbetraylng a girl
under the plea that o would ket a
divorce drom hla wife and marry her,
has boen at )t agatn  Under the
name of “Mr Thompson” he became
acquainted wlth o young woman in
8an Francdsto, 1ie fs now [n jail fac~
Ing a acrlous chargo; a carlme come
mited under the namoe of “Mr.
“Thompsor.”



